
140 Pounds of Chemical Agent

to Be Used in Burning Tests

A four month U\st of inrineration as 
a means of destroying the incapacitat
ing cliemical agent, HZ scheduled to 
begin Monday at the Pine Bluff 
Arsen.ll, will iLse .iliout 140 fxiiinds of 
HZ Army officials s.iid yesterday

The pilot tests are designed to ob
tain infomi.ition for future destruction 
at the Aisen.il of atxiut 10,7IX) [KHinds 
of bulk HZ, plus ,S22 M 13« cluster 
bombs and 973 HZ cluster generators, 
according to Jim H.icon, exeoitive <is- 
sislant to Colonel I’hillip I) Thorne, 
Arsenal cximmander

Bacon told reporters at an after
noon press conference that HZ, a non- 
Icthal chemical that produces a tem
porary disabling condition, was pro
duced at the Arsenal from 1962 
through 1964 Tfic deslnietion of HZ is 
being planned because the Army’s 
stockpile has exccH.Hied its exiiccU-d 
sficlf life

The tests, which will cost about ; 
■ififlO.OOO, are to be conducted by a ’ 
fmir-m.'in crew in an e.irthen covered 
Igloo, he said Only five piMinds of tfie 
odoiless white crystal and 3 3 fmiinds 
of tlie explosives will b<' at the test 
site at one time. Bacon said The in
cinerator system th.it will be ascsi for 
the tests, however, ran only destmy 
about ,30 grams (about 1 ounce) of HZ 
h nuniite, he said, adibng that the 
compheatexf system would make it im
possible for BZ to escape into the at- 
mosfihcre

The tests begin when BZ ertters an 
explosivc/gas containment vessel,

where it is burned at 1,200" A vapor 
incineiator then dt«>truys all v.gxjrs 
and the process is repe.itixi thiough an 

■ afterburner The final proi’ess includes 
a water quench system and a decoii- 
tomiii.mt furnace Bacon said Only 
'6ne vent is used, with a ventilation 
filtration .system at the end of the ig
loo, he said

Oimplete dis;x)sal of the Army’s BZ 
sliH’kpile, stored mainly in 16 gallon 
drums, is sehcduU'd for 1966 thiough 
1966 Bacon said fie "added tluat con
struction of the large incinerator sys
tem for the complete destruction 
should begin at the Arsenal in late 
1983

To date, VT 8 million has been spent 
on the study of BZ destruction, includ- 

' ing a $l-nullion test previously con
ducted by B.itelle Columbus Uibora- 
tones of ColumhiLs, Gtxirgia, Bacon 
said

Those tests, using the same in
cinerator system now in place at the 
Ar-enal, were siiccevsful, he said The 
system was trans[>ortcd to the Arsenal 
this summer, B.mm said

All of the affected persons returned 
to duty with no recurnng effix.‘ts, he 
said

Also, a fire enipted in a BZ storage 
Igloo at the Arsenal in 1971, anxirding 
to Tom Sh(K)k, environnu nl.d ctKinb 
(lator at the Arsen il Sh ok -,,'id ,in 
‘xtremely small amount of BZ — if 
any at all — escaped nto the at
mosphere

Bacon said there was no [wtential 
danger and that he conside exl the sys
tem ,s.ife to the working pt'rsonnel, the 
environment and the local <ommunity

Previous Army descriptions said 
the effects of BZ included temporary 
di..7.iness, disorientation and hallu
cinations

After a 46 minute slide presentation. 
Bacon told repoiiers that seven prxiple 
have been exixised to itZ here since 
1964 .Six were exposed during m.un- 
tenance and clc.inup procedures after 
production stopiied in 1964, and one 
person WAS exposed when ttie BZ pro
duction plant was being disassembled, 
he said
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